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Overview 
 

"Nearly one year ago at Cairo University, President Obama 
called for a new beginning between the United States and 
Muslims around the world—a new beginning based on mutual 
interests and mutual respect, shared values, and shared 
responsibility. And since then, we have worked to put that vision 
into practice through our policies and our partnerships—not 
only with governments, but with the private sector, civil society, 
citizens worldwide."  
Hillary Rodham Clinton, Secretary of State, Announcement of 
Partners for a New Beginning, Washington, DC, April 27, 2010 
 

Partners for a New Beginning (PNB) is a group of 
American leaders who are committed to the common 
goal of building public-private partnerships in Muslim 
communities around the world to advance economic 
opportunity, advances in science & technology, 
education, and exchange to help advance President 
Obama’s Cairo vision. 
 
Partnership Focus 
 

Partners for a New Beginning (PNB) is committed to 
broadening and deepening engagement between the 
United States and international Muslim communities by 
building public-private partnerships that advance 
economic opportunity, science and technology, 
education, and exchange. These partnerships will increase 
access to financing, boost business capacity and 
development services, improve educational opportunities 
for students and teachers, foster physical and virtual 
exchange programs, and enhance science and technology 
solutions that will positively impact up to 500,000 people 
across PNB targeted countries over the next five years. 
 

Economic Opportunity: PNB is committed to raise 
employment, increase access to financing, and build 
business capacity and development services in an effort 
to improve economic opportunities, develop markets, 
promote entrepreneurship, and enhance livelihoods in 
Muslim-majority countries around the world.  
 

Education: In an effort to harness the human potential of 
Muslim communities, PNB is committed to improving 
educational opportunities by building partnerships that 
will broaden access to education and enhance the quality 
of facilities and equipment within PNB’s target countries. 

 
Exchange: In an effort to enhance human 
connectedness, foster mutual understanding, and build 
people-to-people ties between the United States and 
Muslim-majority communities, PNB is committed to 
fostering physical and/or virtual exchange programs in 
the fields of education, business, interfaith and 
research. 
 

Science and Technology: In an effort to support 
sustainability-driven innovation and economic growth 
throughout the Muslim world, PNB is committed to 
foster partnerships that will improve infrastructure, 
address natural resource challenges (e.g. water), 
upgrade skills and research capabilities, and fund 
cutting-edge innovation across these communities. 

 
Partnership Leadership 
 

Chair: Madeleine K. Albright, Chair, Albright 
Stonebridge Group  
 

Vice Chairs: Muhtar Kent, Chairman and CEO, The Coca-
Cola Company; Walter Isaacson, President and CEO, 
The Aspen Institute 
 

Steering Committee: Tarek Abdel-Meguid, Founding 
Partner, Perella Weinberg Partners; Cathleen Black, 
President, Hearst Magazines; Jean Case, CEO, The Case 
Foundation; John Chambers, Chairman and CEO, Cisco 
Systems, Inc.; Kenneth Cohen, Chairman, ExxonMobil 
Foundation; Vice President for Government & Public 
Affairs, Exxon Mobil Corporation; Helene Gayle, 
President and CEO, CARE USA; Stephen Heintz, 
President, Rockefeller Brothers Fund; Andrew Liveris, 
President, Chairman, and CEO, The Dow Chemical 
Company; John Mack, Chairman, Morgan Stanley; Paul 
Otellini, President and CEO, Intel Corporation; Eboo 
Patel, Founder and President, Interfaith Youth Core; 
Ruth Simmons, President, Brown University. 

 
Partnership Contact 
 

For additional information, visit 
www.partnersforanewbeginning.org or contact Mickey 
Bergman at (703) 944-3995 or 
Mickey.Bergman@AspenInstitute.org

 


